The Other is a rather intricate concept which occurs when an individual meets a new society or other individual and that individual has to describe the other society. The Other is used as a mirror to reflect one's own society and is, therefore, intentionally or unintentionally created. As such, the concept of 'The Other' is inextricably linked with self-awareness and self-criticism. (Said, 1978, p. 3)
The fact that Caron's book was read by such a large audience demonstrates that it attracted considerable attention. On the one hand, this is logical since literature on Japan was highly popular, but on the other hand it is a pity that the book itself contains so little information. Especially when one considers that Caron has lived in Japan for more than twenty years and he worked with the Japanese on a daily basis, a story of merely ninety small pages can be seen as rather disappointing. However, we should keep in mind that the content of the story was written nor to demonstrate his knowledge of Japan, nor to convince others of his ideals or to sell as many books as possible. Indeed, it was written solely on the basis of the thirty questions posed by Director-General Lucasz. These questions were, in fact, even put in small notes at the sides of each chapter until it was decided to leave them out and use chapter headings in 1661 (Boxer, 1935, p.174) . Where did Caron write about?
As mentioned previously, the book's structure has been based on thirty questions. The content of the book is very broad, in spite of its concise nature. The posed questions are generally straitforward since they touch upon all the issues that a high official who just arrived from Europe had to acquaint oneself with. These questions should, therefore, be regarded from two viewpoints. On the one hand, Lucasz wanted to know about future trading possibilities. On the other hand, he wanted to know about the specific context of each country in order to gain a better understanding of these countries. An outline of the book's content is discussed below. The content is covered in the order in which the chapters are placed in the book.
The first chapter covers the question how large Japan is, and whether it is in fact an island. The state's structure is discussed, the provinces and the lords of these provinces.
Furthermore, this section also details the relative economic power of each province. The authority of the Shogun is explained in the third section, his palaces and his retinue in the fourth. Then, the military power of Japan is described on the basis of the number of soldiers and how the soldiers are armed. The sixth and seventh section deal with how much influence the lower ranked officials, vassals and councillors could potentially exert on the national level and the practicalities of a nobleman's life in Japan. The chapters after the seventh section zoom in on the everyday-life of the Japanese. This demonstrates that Lucasz had a broader interest in Japan and the other countries than was necessary in his position. The judicial order in Japan is discussed in the ninth section. The tenth section focuses on the question whether the Japanese punishments can be seen as harsh.
Chapters eleven until fifteen zoom in on the role of religion in Japanese society. The role of religion is described from a variety of viewpoints, such as the role of their priests and the Japanese attitude towards Christians. Moreover, he illustrates many more aspects of the every-day life of the Japanese. Caron describes the Japanese houses and how these are decorated, he describes how their children are raised and how their hospitality towards others is. Furthermore, he analyses how their conjugal state can best be seen and whether they are in fact an honest people, both individual and as a nation as a whole.
Finally, Caron discusses the Japanese international policy regarding trade and international relations. An interesting fact regarding this last section is that these chapters are not more deeply covered than the other sections. This is somewhat odd since one would expect the report to be written from a trading or diplomatic perspective and hence it would be logical that a detailed analysis of these factors would follow. Furthermore, he did nothing to enhance the structure or readability of this section. Nonetheless, this last section is of special relevance to us, since it gives us a starting point on how to deduce what the differences are between the Dutch trading aims in Japan and the Japanese trading activities vis à vis the Westerners. Furthermore, he suddenly demonstrates a certain extent of subjectivity in this section which very well exemplifies his disposition towards the Japanese. Therefore, his writing style in this section, especially when compared with the remainder of his work, is the logical starting point from which research focused on Caron's portrayal of the Japanese and Westerners in the seventeenth century has to commence.
Dissimilarities between Japanese and Dutch objectives as regards their 'Traffick'
How an individual perceives another society is inextricably linked with the manner in which his society and the foreign society are interrelated. The main aim of the VOC in Japan was to make profit via trade. The Dutch were particularly interested in Japanese silver and gold. However, trade with Japan was different than with other countries because Japan had virtually all resources and materials it needed, which was a complicating factor for the Dutch -and for all countries that wanted to trade with the Japanese for that matter. As such, the Japanese always had the initiative to which the Dutch had to react. This entailed that the Dutch had to import those goods that the Japanese wanted at a particular time (Van Opstall, 1983, p.8) .
Another factor which made the situation even more complex for the Dutch was that Japan was also a desired trading partner of the Spaniards, Portuguese, the English and
